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Statement

There is no statutory requirement for Radcliffe Housing Society (RHS) to provide a fence at the
boundary of a property or to securely fence gardens to keep pets, animals, children or person(s)
in or out of gardens. We are not responsible for the security of residents’ belongings kept
within garden areas. It is the occupiers’ responsibility to ensure their belongings are adequately
protected and insured, as may be appropriate. There is also no responsibility for RHS to provide
a garden shed.

Aims

The aim of this Policy is to give clear understanding of the obligations and the repair of fencing,
gates and garden sheds, where this has been installed by Radcliffe Housing Society.

To outline:

When we will carry out repairs to fencing and gates and under what circumstances
The circumstances on when a fence will be replaced

Issues around boundaries

The types of fencing which will be provided by RHS

Responsibility for maintenance of a garden shed

Boundaries

No repair work or replacements are to be carried out on fences which share a boundary line
with any property which is not owned by RHS, until it is confirmed we have responsibility for
that boundary.

Where our property has side or rear access onto a footpath, road or alley, RHS will supply
and install panels, or close boarded fencing. We will also provide two privacy panels between
properties to maintain privacy for residents.

Considerations

Where a repair becomes necessary to existing fencing, this will be carried out like for like in
matching materials to which already exists, where we can.

When it becomes necessary to replace a section/s of existing fencing with new, we will
determine what type of work is required. This could include renewing, matching the existing
fencing or whether it could be renewed in a different type of fencing. Any decision is based
on the following:

Type and age of fencing

Length of the section/s to be replaced

Length of the remaining sections

Cost of replacing the dilapidated section/s to match existing
Condition of remaining section/s



4.3

44

4.5

4.6

4.7

48

5.0

5.1

5.2

6.0

6.1

6.2

6.3

Page +

FENCING & GARDEN SHED
POLICY

e Estimated life expectancy of remaining sections
e Cost to replace the total length of fencing to a new standard

A fence which is identified as dangerous, destroyed in weather or vandalised, our contractors
will attend to make safe or remove, depending on circumstances. The full repair/replacement
may not take place at the same time.

An existing boundary fence will be replaced using the most cost-effective solution appropriate
to the location.

Where there is currently no fencing or where fences are to be renewed, or the section is of
a significant length, the first choice will be to replace with chain link fencing. If appropriate, the
inclusion of two privacy panels could be installed, nearest to the house.

Consideration will be given to the minimum height of the fence which is necessary, taking into
account planning guidelines for front and rear boundaries.

Exceptional circumstances may also affect the type of fencing installed. This could be due to
requirements for additional security, anti-social behaviour or medical conditions. Decisions
made because of these circumstances, will remain confidential.

The options below outline the type of fencing composites likely to be used and considered:

e Chain Link : Usually to a height of 0.9 meters and considered the most cost-effective
way of marking out a boundary and should be considered the first choice

e Panel Fencing: Usually to a height of 1.8 meters

o Close Boarded Usually to a height of 1.8 meters, has a longer life than panel fencing

Planned Works

We use information from our stock condition surveys to manage planned programmes of
work for fencing replacements. Fencing identified and ordered in a planned way, represents
better value for money, than carrying out repairs in an ad-hoc way. This will also reduce the
number of responsive fencing repair requests, in adverse weather conditions.

We reserve the right to defer fencing works, if any fencing is part of our planned works
programme, unless there is a significant security risk to our property.

Permissions

Garden sheds are considered as gifts to residents at the start of their tenancy. Occupiers are
responsible for the future repair and maintenance of these structures.

Permission must be obtained from RHS before a garden shed or fencing is erected, anywhere
on our land.

If we give permission, you must ensure that all fencing or sheds installed are on the correct
boundary lines, and that immediate neighbours are consulted.
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If a resident receives permission from us to erect fencing, the resident will continue to be
responsible for its upkeep and replacement thereafter.

We will consider a recharge against the resident for the full cost of any repair or
reinstatement, in the following examples, which is not exhaustive:

e Where we identify the fence or shed has been damaged
e Accidental damage,
e Fencing / gates have been altered or removed

Our Recharges Policy outlines our approach in recovering monies due to wilful, neglect or
damage against property on our land.

Review

We'll review this Policy to address legislative, regulatory, best practice or operational issues.



